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REMARKS 

Claims 3, 4, and 6 have been previously canceled. Claims 1 and 2 have been 
amended. Claims 1, 2, 5, and 7 remain in the application. 
Claims 5 and 7 have been allowed. 

Claims 1 and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Reatherford et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,345,440). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 1 and 2 have been amended to include the allowable subject matter of a 
thermally sprayed article including the outer sprayed layer having a hardness less than the inner 
sprayed layer. Therefore, it is respectively submitted that claims 1 and 2 are allowable over the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

Based on the above, it is respectfully submitted that the claims are in a condition 
for allowance, which allowance is solicited. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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